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Personal Appearances 2002 
Comics Mart 2002 - Sunday 17" Feb - Midday - 
4pm - Jury's Hotel Bristol 


COMICS 2002 - 1* and 2™ June - The 
Commonwealth Museum, Bristol (next to the 
Temple Meads Rail Station) - all the usual comics 
mayhem now under one roof! 


Well, that's one way of getting post. Thanks to everyone 
who took the time to write in response to my ‘Important 
Announcement' last issue. | do want to emphasise that 
Kane will be continuing in 2003 and in the meantime I'm 
going to be releasing the remaining issues (19 - 31) in 
four Trade Paperbacks during 2002, the first scheduled 
for March. 


In the meantime all the books, comic, T-shirts and caps 
are still available - 


Greetings from New Eden (Kane 1 - 4) 
$13.45 US £6.95 UK £9.00 Europe 
Rabbit Hunt (Kane 5 - 8) 
$14.00 US £6.95 UK £9.00 Europe 
Histories (Kane 9 - 12) 
$14.00 US £6.95 UK £9.00 Europe 

Thirty Ninth (Kane 13 - 18) 
$21.50 US £9.95 UK £12.00 Europe 


Single issues are also available - Kane 19 - 22 at $3.50 
US, £1.80 UK and £2.50 Europe. Kane 23 - 26 and 27 - 
31 at $2.95 US, £1.80 UK and £2.50 Europe. Kane 27 
was a double sized issue at $5.00 US, £3.00 UK and 
£4.50 Europe. US orders please add $1.50 US to total 
for postage. Cheques payable to Paul Grist. Go on, 
treat yourself for Christmas! 


And in case you've got any money left in the New Year, 
there's always the first Jack Staff book, Yesterday's 
Heroes, collecting issues 1 - 4 of the series for a mere 
$15.95 US/£8.95 UK. Order your copy now! 


For those of you looking for a little bit more grist in your 
diet, let me point you in the direction of the recent Harley 
Quinn: Worlds at War Special, for which | drew a 9 page 
sequence. The main reason being that it gave me a 
chance to do Jimmy Olsen. There's also a Batman 
Black and White story I've written which has just 
appeared in Gotham Knights issue 23. Haven't seen it 
yet, but the strongest thing to recommend it is that it's 
drawn by Darwyn Cooke 


That's the end of the commercial break, we now return 
you to our main feature... 
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Mr. Gist. 

dust finished reading Jack Staff # 6. 
{U's another great issue, of course, but it 
was colored by the announcement that 
you're bringing Kane (the senes) to a 
close. I've been a fan for a good number 
of years now (I think I started reading, 
around issue 10), and it’s one of the few 
comics | think stands out in today's 
market 


Of course, I'm extremely excited that 
you'll continue to do Kane books. I 
really do prefer comic Books with the 
capital B days, rather than 
episodic tales. I hope the new format is 
rewarding for you, creatively and 
financially 

And of course, I'll continue to pick up 
Jack Staff. [ never know what to expect 
with that book -- and that's a good 
thing! It's a bit all over the place, 
bouncing around from character to 
character, which is half of the charm. 
There are more ideas and playful 
"tweaks" of comic-book convention in 
any issue of this comic than in any 
dozen others. 

Keep writing and drawing. I'll keep 
teading. 


these 


John Platt 
Plattzine@worldnet-.att.net 


Dear Mr Gnst 

[have just picked up Jack Staff 6. 1 
teally enjoyed il, as usual, but as you 
develop your character it gets better 
every issue. It is nice to see the spider 
back again. In my youth he was one of 
my favourite characters. He had a very 
American feel and he was a villain, very 
daring for its day. In fact | cannot think 
of another criminal hero. Did you have 
to get permission to use the character or 
is he past his copyright? 

1 am sad to see Kane go. [ have 
enjoyed his adventures from the off, but 
| suppose that if he is not selling then he 
must go the way of all comics. I even 
tried to boost your sales by giving Kane 
a plug in the BIGP, but there cannot be 
a lot of comme buying GPs out there 


Keep up the good work with Jack Staff 


Chnis Johnstone 
Christopher johnstone@ntlworld.com 


Okay, I stole the Spider, but that's just 
between me and you, okay? If anybody 
asks, it's homage. 


I've been a fan of your work since the 
first issue of Kane. Getting a copy in 
Boston hasn't always been easy, but well 
worth the effort. The announcement of 
the series end -- in Jack Staff 6 -- was 
saddening statement of the worldwide 
comics audience inability to support this 
offbeat ttle 

At the same editorial 
frustration is this: you jerked us around 
for 31 issues without resolving the issue 
between Kane and his partner Dennis 
Harvey. Reading that you'll put out the 
new collections every year-and-a-half (in 
your spare time) isn't very reassuring. 

With your next planned Kane volume, | 
urge you to show us exactly what 
happened in that bathroom where Harvey 
was killed. Wrap up all the loose ends, 
and bring the senes to a con clusion. 
That way, if you do decide to pick it up 
again, you can do so with a fresh start 
And if you never write or draw a Kane 
story again, you won't join the long list of 
other cartoonists who've let us down* 


time, one 


Dave Marshall 
Dsm@illdave.com 


* Graveyard of Dead Series (off the top 
of my head on an early Friday morning) 
Jim Steranko: Talon Joe Kubert: The 
Redeemer Alan Moore: 1963 


The relationship between Kane and 
Dennis Harvey is, for me, one of the key 
elements of the series, and I'm not 
intending wrapping it up as quickly as 
you might want. Had I continued with 
the comic, I wouldn't have been getting 
round to revealing exactly what 
happened in the locker room until 
around issue 60 or so! 

The dynamics of writing a book are 
different to those of a bimonthly comic, 
so the storyline will be a bit more 
focussed than it may sometimes have 
appeared in the comic. It will still be a 
little while before I get there, but I do 
promise to resolve everything in time. 
Trust me. I'm a cartoonist. It's hardly 
fair to lump me in with the likes of 
Steranko, Kubert or Moore now is it? 


Hey Mr.Grist 

I read the "Important Announcement" 
about Kane last night as I cracked open 
my latest copy of Jack Staff. I just wanted 
to express my disappointment and 
frustration about the sales situation with 
the Kane comic book and let you know 
that you have my continued support for 


any and all projects that you plan to do.in . 


the future. 


I've been with Kane since #1 and 
have tried in my small way to spread 
the word how great this book is. In 
fact, I was (up to very recently) a 
regular columnist for the 
entertainment magazine [or the city | 
live in - Evansville, IN - and was 
responsible for starting up a comic 
book review column. And whenever 
we did year-end wrap-ups I always 
listed Kane in my top ten of the year 
list 

1 turn 43 this month and have been 
a comic book fan before I could even 
read properly. I love this neglected 
medium through-and-through — but 
there's only so much of guys running 
around in underwear beating each 
other up I can take. So most of my 
favorites are stuff by the 
Fantagraphics gang, Drawn & 
Quarterly folks, D. Sim, ete. It's 
almost a crime that your work gets so 
overlooked by the comic book press 
and fans alike since it's such a great 
combination of action/adventure and 
character stories done with such 
pushing-the-envelope style of comic 
book writing and artwork (did that 
make any sense?). Though one should 
probably stay away from snap 
summations, I've attempted to 
describe your work on Kane as a 
modem day (new wave?!) Eisner. (Of 
course, the fact Eisner ts still alive 
and doing ‘vital work still might not 
be the best shorthand description to 
use?!?). Mainly I evoke Eisner 
because it seems to me what he was 
doing with The Spirit - breaking new 
artistic ground with all types of story 
genres - you seem to be doing with 
Kane (and it helps that both are 
essentially crime/police stories in a 
very atmospheric city with a series 
tile named afier the (most of the 
time) main character 

Well...anyway...['m rambling way 
too much here (plus, I'm doing this at 
work) so I'll shut up for now and just 
end here by saying that nov matter 
what you put out in the future, I'll be 
there and I'll also do my best to 
preach the world of Grist to all the 
un-enlightened comic book fans I 
bump into. 


‘Thanks for your artistry 


TED HAYCRAFT!!! 
Hughtilford@yahoo.com 


A long overdue thankyou to all those 
people who have helped spread the 
word over the years - don't stop 
now!! 


sorry to read, in the 
newest Jack Staff (#6), that Kane #31 
is the last issue of that fine comic 
book. I've been with you for all of 
Jack Statl, but somehow had never 
discovered Kane (And | call myself a 


comic collector, sheesh!). Needless to 
say, | enjoy Jack Staff, so 1 went 
looking for back issues of Kane. So 
you were correct, Jack did bring in a 
few new readers for Kane, but 
obviously not enough. 

The problem I've had is finding back 
issues for Kane. There doesn't seem to 
be very many available, so against my 
collector's grain, 1 bought the first two 
book collections and have been able to 
pick up a run of Kane starting with #9 
through #16, then sporadic issues 
through the current, and sadly last, issue 
#31, I guess I'll have to wait for a 
convention to be able to fill in my run 
and complete the And 
depending on the cost, may just pick up 
the first eight issues, as well, in their 
original configuration. 

As much as I enjoy super-heroes, it’s 
nice to read a comic set in another 
genre, such as Kane. Though | will 
admit to sometimes having a bit of 
trouble understanding Oscar Darke's 
"language" and more often than not, 
found myself saying "his lines" out 
loud, so that | could figure them out 
But that actually made the comic more 
teresting to me! You'd think with the 
inroads that CrossGen has been making 
with a complete line of non-super-hero 
comic books that more people would be 
able to embrace a book like Kane. Oh 
well, their loss! 

I think the problem is finding the 
books though. The comic shop I buy 
from only cares the "mainstream" 
comics and | have to order everything 
that is "off the wall" through them from 
Previews. Not a problem when you 
already are familiar with a book, but not 
so good when you don't know anything 
about the book or the creators, etc. I do 
shop at another comic shop that carries 
a lot of independent comics and that is 
where | discovered Jack Staff originally, 
but they do not provide the level of 
service of the other shop, so I only visit 
there every couple of weeks looking for 
independent books, then order them 
from my regular shop, which | had been 
doing with both Jack Staff & Kane. 

But I've gone on way to long, so just 
let me say that I enjoy your writing and 
art, Paul and will support you in 
continuing to buy Jack Staff & also with 
the planned Kane books and with 
anything else you choose to publish, as 
long as | find out about it. So good luck 
and keep putting your visions on paper 
for our enjoyment 


series 


Greg Turner 
Gregtumer‘@mediaone.net 


Your problem with selling single issues 
is one of 
self destructive ideas that | have 
noticed with good artist/writers that do 
their own books. veryone that is a 
fan or a potential fan sees that you 
collect several issues in bound books 
Those books are a Jot more inviting to 


new readers and fans alike because of 
instant gratification. You get the whole 
story at once, Plus, there is the all too 
common burn that readers have gotten 
wise to, when you collect single issues 
and months later are greeted at you local 
comic shop by the "collected" book. The 
book comes with extra pages and bonus 
sketches and production art ! And guess 
what? It costs less than all of those single 
issues, not to mention the obvious fact 
that it is bound nice and neat in one book 

I've never bought a ‘single’ Kane issue 
but | have all of the bound books. A lot 
of readers are going through the same 
thing with great books like HELLBOY 
(bound Mignola-always better) and short 
series’ like Universe X (who needs the 
cliffhangers 30 days apart?). We know 
damn well that they are going to be 
collected and we'll be stuck with flimsy 
(and stop trying to trick us: 
into buying the same comic twice) So 
we are waiting now 

I suspect that we will get burned again 
with Jack Staff... but as readers we don't 
know if that book will be collected yet. 
So we are buying the single issues for 
now 

Face facts. if you were a bad artist or a 
bad writer it wouldn't be important for 
readers to have all of your issues at once 
Who would pay over 10 bucks for 
collected issues of crap. (1 have paid 2.99 
for it though--remember when X - MEN 
didn't suck?) 


single issues 


DEMOCITY @aol.com 


Pps ‘give us a timetable. | hate seeing the 
same Paul Grist books that | already have 
(or am waiting to be collected in a book) 
sitting there not knowing when or if J 
Staff is coming out. 


The way I see it, the collected books 
serve as a way of keeping all the issues 
of a series in print and available for new 
‘readers. 

The truth is that if a comic doesn't sell 
well in a single issue format then there 
will never be a collected book. I 
appreciate that some people may buy 
both the comic and the books. Maybe 
they want to show their support for the 
comic, maybe they want a chance to re- 
read the series without having to get out 
all the comics or maybe they like the way 
they look on the shelves. I also know 
that not everyone wants to do that or can 
afford to do that. That's fine. 

I'm not trying to trick anyone into 
buying the same comic twice, and I'm 
not out to burn you by putting out some 
thing better a few months later. I do not 
load up the collections with ‘extras’ so 
nobody who buys the comic has to buy 
the book or miss out on a major story 
bist. In fact, by buying only the book, 
you've missed out on free signed prints, 
postcards and comics which have been 
available to readers of the comic. 

You want a timetable? Okay here it is - 
Kane book 5, The Untouchable Rico 
Costas and The Blind Man (collecting 


Kane 19 -21 which were first 
published in 1998) will be out in 
March 2001. It contains no 
previously unpublished material 
and, at $12.95 US or £7.20 UK, will 
cost you slightly more than the 
single individual issues. 

Oh, and next time you write, please 
use your name. Anonymous e-mail 
just comes across as so unfriendly. 


Dear Tom Tom the Robotman 

Tonight | am a happy camper, | got 
to watch Flixmix - Boogiemen: The 
Killer Compilation in which infamous 
boogiemen like Chucky, Fisherman, 
Jason Voorhees all come together 
After the movie, I topped it off with 
dessert. That dessert was Jack Staff 
#5! 

I loved the heck out of Detective 
Harry Crane, this former policeman is 
able to see things that other people 


can't see. He is perfect for a 
homicide investigation. | thought at 
anytime he was going to "I see 


dead people", but he didn't go that 
route. Shades of the X-Files, I'm 
talking about Question Mark Cnmes. 
Crimes that are unusual and takes 
more than normal 
investigation. 

I got a real creepy feeling knowing 
that there are occult artifacts in this 
reality that can cause death. | must 
say that this comic book just gets 
better and better! Keep up the great 


police 


work! 
Paul Dale Roberts, — Production 
Constable 


Jazma Universe Online! 
http:/Avww jazmaonline.com/ 


BACK ISSUES 
$2.95 US £1.80 UK £2.50 Europe 
Prices per single copy, US orders 
please add $1.50 US to the total to 
cover postage 


ORIGINAL ART FOR SALE 
I'm still selling the original pages 
from Jack Staff. Single pages are 
available at £50 UK, $85 US each 
(price includes postage). Colour 
pages and covers are not yet 
available. Please list alternatives in 
case your first choice has gone (or 
contact me via e-mail if you want to 
check and/or reserve a page. As 
always, please make cheques etc 
payable to Paul Grist. 


NEXT ISSUE 


A special all Q issue as Jack Staff 
gets recruited and joins the hunt for 
the Jigsaw Man. More pages! More 
colour! More money! All this and 
more in Jack Staff 8! 


REALLY 


MISTER LITTLE BIT 


BOURBON 
is 


